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Eversource Energy thanks the committee for the opportunity to provide testimony on the 

Raised Bill No. 5510.  Eversource is committed to finding ways to support Connecticut’s energy 

goal of providing cheaper, cleaner, and more reliable energy resources to the citizens of our state.   

As such, we applaud the goals of this bill to prepare for the growth of electric, fuel cell, and 

zero emission vehicles within our state.  As stated in the 2013 Connecticut Comprehensive 

Energy Strategy, the transportation sector alone accounts for 32% of the state’s total energy 

consumption, but, in the process, produces roughly 40% of the state’s greenhouse gas emissions.  

Effectively addressing the opportunities in the transportation section is vitally important to 

Eversource, the economic prosperity of the state, and the environment. 

Eversource has a longstanding commitment to electric and zero emission vehicles.  The 

Eversource commitment spans a wide range of activities including the 2010 Connecticut Electric 

Vehicle Integration Council, EV charging infrastructure installations, research with the Electric 

Power Research Institute, industry participation with the DOE / United States Council for 

Automotive Research (USCAR), and financial support of The Connecticut Hydrogen and Electric 

Automobile Purchase Rebate (CHEAPR) as part of a broader commitment to energy efficiency 

and related initiatives set forth in a Settlement Agreement related to the NU-NSTAR merger.  Most 
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recently, Eversource installed 24 EV charging stations in 2015 at its Connecticut facilities for fleet 

and employee use. 

Eversource is concerned that H.B. 5510, as currently drafted, will not help Connecticut 

achieve a leadership position and achieve the goals of the legislation.  Our experience has led us 

to identify the two most important policy issues associated with increasing the adoption of electric 

vehicles and zero emission vehicles: 1) making the vehicles affordable for drivers through 

incentives and other means; and 2) developing access to a financially-sustainable EV charging 

infrastructure to support EV drivers in the state. 

While there are many good provisions in the bill, the bill also includes provisions that are 

confusing, unnecessary and ambiguous.  Eversource is particularly concerned with Sections 1, 3, 

4, and 5.  In Section 1, Eversource is concerned that the definitions do not align with conventions 

used in the industry.  In addition, hybrid electric vehicles are incorrectly classified as electric 

vehicles and zero emission vehicles.  The language for these definitions should align with the 

language in the Zero Emission Vehicle regulations.  In Section 3, the bill states that utilities “shall 

not be deemed to include public or private owners or operators of electric vehicle charging 

stations . . . .”  As noted, Eversource installed 24 EV charging stations in 2015.  This language 

could be interpreted to prohibit utilities from owning or operating EV charging stations.  

Eversource believes that it has great potential to support the development of EV charging 

infrastructure across our service territory for the benefit of consumers and EV drivers with policy 

support.   

In Section 4, the definitions of Electric vehicle time of day rates, Public electric vehicle 

charging station, and Private electric vehicle charging station are confusing and ambiguous.  The 

Electric vehicle time of day rates definition calls for an impracticable combination of time of day 



Page 3 of 3  

 

rates that do not include demand charges.  In addition, the use of Public and/or Private electric 

vehicle charging stations in other portions of the bill appears to be juxtaposed.  In Section 5, 

utilities are required to publish the electric vehicle forecasts on the internet.  Eversource currently 

conducts these forecasts, which are included in our annual forecast of loads and resources, 

publically available on PURA’s website.  Eversource believe this internet posting requirement 

creates an obligation that is unnecessary and redundant.  

Eversource looks forward to helping grow the market for EVs and zero emission vehicles in 

the State of Connecticut and will lend support for legislation that has strong promise to accomplish 

the state’s goals.  Eversource believes it is in a unique position to help with infrastructure that is 

capable of scaling up the expected market.  Such infrastructure can be the backbone for further 

refinement.   

Thank you. 

 

 


